
We strongly recommend that you engage the services of an accountant to ascertain whether any taxation returns 
for the estate need to be prepared and lodged. 

 
 
 
 

Finalising income tax affairs of an estate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is a final  
income tax 
return 
required 

Complete and 
file non-
lodgment 
form 

Prepare and lodge final tax 
return within 4 months of 
date of death (and prior 
returns if required) 

Request extension of 
time for income tax 
return if necessary 

Receive Notice of 
Assessment 

Notify ATO 
of death and 
identify 

Does final 
income tax 
assessment 
require a tax 
payment? 

Is serious 
hardship 
likely? 

Request 
release from 
tax liability 

Obtain probate 
and release 
assets to pay tax 
within 21 days 

Pay income 
tax owed 

Is more time 
needed or  
probate delayed? 

Request extension of 
time to pay 

Is release 
granted? 

Request & 
receive Nil 
Tax 
Advice 

Distribution of 
assets & 
establishment 
of trusts 


